This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims 
in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) A method , comprising selling and distributing a 
sheet of material to a customer for forming a decorative cover about a flower 
pot x wherein a the customer forms a the sheet of material about the flower pot 
utilizing a cover forming apparatus so as to provide a decorative cover sized 
and shaped so as to substantially encompass the flower pot, for th e flower pot, 
th e m e thod comprising the steps of: 

providing a sheet of materia l having an upp e r surface and o lower 
surfac e ; 

se l ling and de l iv e ring th e sh e et of materia l to a customer for us e by th e 
customer in forming th e sheet of materia l about a f l ower pot 
utilizing a cov e r forming apparatus to provide a decorative cover 
for the flower pot. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim l x wherein in the step of 
providing a sheet of mat e rial, the sheet of material comprises a material 
selected from a group of materials consisting of paper, metaL foil, cloth (natural 
or synthetic), denim, burlap x or polymer film s and er combinations thereof. 
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3. (Currently Amended ) The method of claim 1. wherein the cover forming 
apparatus used bv the customer includes a platform having a support surface 
formed thereon and an opening extending through the support surface, the 
opening sized and shaped so as to allow the sheet of material to be placed on 
the support surface over the opening and the opening further being sized and 
shaped so as to allow the flower pot to be extended in a downwardly direction 
against the upper surface of the sheet of material and conseouentlv into the 
opening such that the sheet of material is pressed about the outer peripheral 
surface of the flower pot bv the opening in the support surface to form a 
decorative cover about the flower pot with a fastener being automatically 
applied about a portion of the outer surface of the decorative cover to fasten 
the decorative cover about the flower pot, thereby providing the decorative 
cover about the flower pot utilizing the sheet of material that had been sold and 
delivered to the customer. The method of c l aim 1 wh e r e in in th e st e p of s ell ing 
and d e livering the sh e et of motcriol to o customer for use by the customer in 
forming the sheet of motcria l about o f l ower pot uti l izing o cover forming 
apparatus, th e method further comprises the st e ps of : 

providing a p l atform having a support surface formed thereon and on 
opening extending through the support surface, th e opening sized 
to receive the f l ower pot; 

placing the sheet of materia l in o cover forming posit i on over the opening 
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and on the support surface wherein the sheet of materia l , in the 
cov e r forming pos i tion, is position e d over the opening; 

positioning the f l ow e r pot in a position over the sheet of materia l and i n 
a position wherein the l ow e r end of the f l ower pot is d i spos e d 
genera ll y obov e and near the portion of the sheet of mat e ria l which 
is above the opening; 

forming a covered flower pot by moving the f l ower pot in a direction 
which causes the l ower end of the f l ower pot to engage a portion 
of th e sh e et of mater i a l , the f l ower pot and portions of the sheet of 
mat e ria l passing through th e opening causing the sheet of materia l 
to contact or n e arly contact both th e outer peripheral surfac e of th e 
f l ow e r pot and the p l atform as th e f l ow e r pot i s mov e d wh e r e in th e 
she e t of materia l is pressed about the outer p e riph e ra l surfac e of 
th e f l ower pot to form a decorativ e cover about the flower pot, the 
decorative cover having an inn e r surface facing th e out e r p e riph e ra l 
surface of the f l ower pot and an e xposed out e r surfac e ; 

automatically app l ying a fast e n e r about a portion of th e outer surfac e of 
th e d e corative cover of th e flower pot for fastening the decorative 
cover about th e f l ower pot; and 

r e moving the covered f l ower pot from the p l atform. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim X* 3 further compris i ng moving 
the p l atform to a site where the f l ower pot is provided, wherein the cover 
forming apparatus used bv the customer includes a platform having a support 
surface formed thereon and an opening extending through the support surface, 
the opening sized and shaped so as to allow the sheet of material to be placed 
on the support surface over the opening and the opening further being sized 
and shaped so as to allow the cover forming apparatus to be extended in a 
upwardly direction against the lower surface of the sheet of material and 
conseouentlv the upper surface of the sheet of material is formed about the 
flower pot such that the sheet of material is pressed about the outer peripheral 
surface of the flower pot bv the opening in the support surface to form a 
decorative cover about the flower pot with a fastener being automatically 
applied about a portion of the outer surface of the decorative cover to fasten 
the decorative cover about the flower pot, thereby providing the decorative 
cover about the flower pot utilizing the sheet of material that had been sold and 
delivered to the customer. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising selling and distributing a 
sheet of material to a customer for forming a decorative cover about a flower 
pot, wherein the customer forms the sheet of material about the flower pot 
utilizing a cover forming apparatus so as to provide a decorative cover sized 
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and shaped so as to substantially encompass the flower pot, wherein the cover 
forming apparatus used bv the customer includes a platform having a support 
surface formed thereon and an opening extending through the support surface, 
the opening sized and shaped so as to allow the sheet of material to be placed 
on the support surface over the opening and the opening further being sized 
and shaped so as to allow the flower pot to be extended in a downwardly 
direction against the upper surface of the sheet of material and conseouentlv 
into the opening such that the sheet of material is pressed about the outer 
peripheral surface of the flower pot bv the opening in the support surface to 
form a decorative cover about the flower pot with a fastener being 
automatically applied about a portion of the outer surface of the decorative 
cover to fasten the decorative cover about the flower pot, thereby providing the 
decorative cover about the flower pot utilizing the sheet of material that had 
been sold and delivered to the customer. Th e m e thod of c l aim 3 wh e rein in th e 
st e p of automatically app l ying a fastener, th e fasten e r is se l ected from a group 
consisting of el astic or non - elastic string, wire, thr e ad, e lastic, ribbon, wire and 
tap e . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3 5,. wherein the sheet of 
material comprises a material selected from a group of materials consisting of 
paper, metal, foil, cloth (natural or synthetic), denim, burlap, polvmer films and 
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combinations thereof, fastener is app li ed about the decorative cover of the 
f l ower pot to a portion of the decorative cover wh i ch is above the p l atform. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising selling and distributing a 
sheet of material to a customer for forming a decorative cover about a flower 
pot, wherein the customer forms the sheet of material about the flower pot 
utilizing a cover forming apparatus so as to provide a decorative cover sized 
and shaped so as to substantially encompass the flower pot, wherein the cover 
forming apparatus used bv the customer includes a platform having a support 
surface formed thereon and an opening extending through the support surface, 
the opening sized and shaped so as to allow the sheet of material to be placed 
on the support surface over the opening and the opening further being sized 
and shaped so as to allow the cover forming apparatus to be extended in a 
upwardly direction against the lower surface of the sheet of material and 
conseouentlv the upper surface of the sheet of material is formed about the 
flower pot such that the sheet of material is pressed about the outer peripheral 
surface of the flower pot bv the opening in the support surface to form a 
decorative cover about the flower pot with a fastener being automatically 
applied about a portion of the outer surface of the decorative cover to fasten 
the decorative cover about the flower pot, thereby providing the decorative 
cover about the flower pot utilizing the sheet of material that had been sold and 
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delivered to the customer. Th e method of claim 3 wherein the fastener is 
app li ed about the d e corativ e cover of th e flow e r pot to o portion of the 
decorative cov e r which is below the platform. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3 7* wherein the sheet of 
material comprises a material selected from a group of materials consisting of 
paper, metal, foil, cloth (natural or synthetic), denim, burlap, polvmer films and 
combinations thereof, step of remov i ng the covered flower pot from the 
p l atform is performed automatica l ly. 

9. (Currently Amended) The A method , comprising selling and distributing 
a sheet of material to a customer with knowledge that the customer will use the 

u 

sheet of material to form a decorative cover about a flower pot, wherein the 
customer forms the sheet of material about the flower pot utilizing a cover 
forming apparatus so as to provide a decorative cover sized and shaped so as 
to substantially encompass the flower pot, of c l aim 3 where i n a l abe l is app l ied 
to a portion of the decorative cover secured obout the f l ower pot. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9. wherein the sheet of 
material comprises a material selected from a group of materials consisting of 
paper, metal, foil, cloth (natural or synthetic), denim, burlap, polvmer films and 
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combinations thereof. A method for forming o decorative cover about a flower 
pot wherein a customer forms a sheet of mat e r i a l about th e flower pot uti l izing 
a cover forming apparatus to provid e a d e corative cov e r for the flower pot, the 
method comprising th e st e ps of : 

providing a sh e et of material having an upper surfac e and a l ow e r 
surface; 

s ell ing and delivering the sheet of material to a customer for use by th e 
customer in form i ng the she e t of mater i a l about a f l ow e r pot 
uti l izing a cover forming apparatus and automatica l ly app l ying a 
fastener about a portion of th e sheet of material to provid e a 
decorativ e cov e r for th e flower pot, wh e rein the decorativ e cov e r 
is s e cur e d about th e flower pot by the fastener. 

11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim -t© fL wherein the cover 
forming apparatus used bv the customer includes a platform having a support 
surface formed thereon and an opening extending through the support surface, 
the opening sized and shaped so as to allow the sheet of material to be placed 
on the support surface over the opening and the opening further being sized 
and shaped so as to allow the flower pot to be extended in a downwardly 
direction against the upper surface of the sheet of material and conseouentlv 
into the opening such that the sheet of material is pressed about the outer 
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peripheral surface of the flower pot bv the opening in the support surface to 
form a decorative cover about the flower pot with a fastener beino 
automatically applied about a portion of the outer surface of the decorative 
cover to fasten the decorative cover about the flower pot, thereby providing the 
decorative cover about the flower pot utilizing the sheet of material that had 
been sold and delivered to the customer, i n the step of provid i ng a sheet of 
mater i a l , the sheet of moteria l comprises a materia l se l ected from a group of 
mat e ria l s consisting of paper, meta l foil, cloth (natural or synth e tic), denim, 
bur l ap or polymer film or combinations thereof. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim -H) %_ wherein the cover 
forming apparatus used bv the customer includes a platform having a support 
surface formed thereon and an opening extending through the support surface, 
the opening sized and shaped so as to allow the sheet of material to be placed 
on the support surface over the opening and the opening further being sized 
and shaped so as to allow the cover forming apparatus to be extended in a 
upwardly direction against the lower surface of the sheet of material and 
conseouentlv the upper surface of the sheet of material is formed about the 
flower pot such that the sheet of material is pressed about the outer peripheral 
surface of the flower pot bv the opening in the support surface to form a 
decorative cover about the flower pot with a fastener beino automatically 
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applied about a portion of the outer surface of the decorative cover to fasten 
the decorative cover about the flower pot, thereby providing the decorative 
cover about the flower pot utilizing the sheet of material that had been sold and 
delivered to the customer, in th e step of se l ling and de l iver i ng the sheet of 
material to the customer, the fastener is se l ected from a group consisting of 
elastic or non c l ostic string, wire, thread, elastic, ribbon, wire and tape. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising selling and distributing a 
sheet of material to a customer with knowledge that the customer will form a 
decorative cover about a flower pot using the sheet of material, wherein the 
customer forms the sheet of material about the flower pot utilizing a cover 
forming apparatus so as to provide a decorative cover sized and shaped so as 
to substantially encompass the flower pot, wherein the cover forming apparatus 
used bv the customer includes a platform having a support surface formed 
thereon and an opening extending through the support surface, the opening 
sized and shaped so as to allow the sheet of material to be placed on the 
support surface over the opening and the opening further being sized and 
shaped so as to allow the flower pot to be extended in a downwardly direction 
aoainst the upper surface of the sheet of material and consequently into the 
opening such that the sheet of material is pressed about the outer peripheral 
surface of the flower pot bv the opening in the support surface to form a 
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decorative cover about the flower pot with a fastener being automatically 
applied about a portion of the outer surface of the decorative cover to fasten 
the decorative cover about the flower pot, thereby providing the decorative 
cover about the flower pot utilizing the sheet of material that had been sold and 
delivered to the customer. The method of c l aim 10 wh e rein in the step of se ll ing 
and delivering the sh ee t of materia l to th e custom e r, th e fastener i s app lie d 
about a portion of the she e t of materia l at a posit i on above the f l ower pot. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim -to 13* wherein m the sheet of 
material comprises a material selected from a group of materials consisting of 
paper, metal, foil, cloth ( natural or synthetic), denim, burlap, polymer films and 
combinations thereof, st e p of sel l ing and delivering the she e t of materia l to the 
customer, the fastener is app l ied about a portion of the sheet of material at a 
posit i on about the f l ower pot. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method , comprising selling and distributing a 
sheet of material to a customer with knowledge that the customer will form a 
decorative cover about a flower pot using the sheet of material, wherein the 
customer forms the sheet of material about the flower pot utilizing a cover 
forming apparatus so as to provide a decorative cover sized and shaped so as 
to substantially encompass the flower pot, wherein the cover forming apparatus 
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used bv the customer includes a platform having a support surface formed 
thereon and an opening extending through the support surface, the opening 
sized and shaped so as to allow the sheet of material to be placed on the 
support surface over the opening and the opening further being sized and 
shaped so as to allow the cover forming apparatus to be extended in a upwardly 
direction aoainst the lower surface of the sheet of material and conseouentlv 
the upper surface of the sheet of material is formed about the flower pot such 
that the sheet of material is pressed about the outer peripheral surface of the 
flower pot bv the opening in the support surface to form a decorative cover 
about the flower pot with a fastener being automatically applied about a portion 
of the outer surface of the decorative cover to fasten the decorative cover 
about the flower pot, thereby providing the decorative cover about the flower 
pot utilizing the sheet of material that had been sold and delivered to the 
customer, for forming a d e corative cover about o f l ower pot wh e rein a customer 
forms a sheet of mot e r i o l about the flower pot uti l izing o cover forming 
apparatus to provide a decorative cov e r for the f l ower pot, the method 
comprising the steps of : 

providing a sheet of material having an upp e r surface and a l ower surface 
to a customer for use by th e customer in forming the sh e et of 
materia l about a f l ower pot uti l izing an automatic cover forming 
apparatus to provid e a decorative cover for th e f l ower pot. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15 x wherein m the sheet of 
material comprises a material selected from a group of materials consisting of 
paper, metal, foil, cloth (natural or synthetic), denim, burlap, polymer films and 
combinations thereof, st e p of providing a sheet of material, the sheet of 
material comprises o materia l se le cted from □ group of mater i o l s consisting of 
pap e r, m e tal foi l , c l oth (natura l or synthetic), d e nim, bur l ap or po l ymer film or 
combinations thereof. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein in the step of providing a sheet 
of material to a customer for use by the customer in forming the sheet of 
material about a flower pot utilizing an automatic cover forming apparatus, the 
method further comprises the steps of: 

providing a platform having a support surface formed thereon and an 
opening extending through the support surface, the opening sized 
to receive the flower pot; 

placing the sheet of material in a cover forming position over the opening 
and on the support surface wherein the sheet of material, in the 
cover forming position, is positioned over the opening; 

positioning the flower pot in a position over the sheet of material and in 
a position wherein the lower end of the flower pot is disposed 
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generally above and near the portion of the sheet of material which 
is above the opening; 

forming a covered flower pot by moving the flower pot in a direction 
which causes the lower end of the flower pot to engage a portion 
of the sheet of material, the flower pot and portions of the sheet of 
material passing through the opening causing the sheet of material 
to contact or nearly contact both the outer peripheral surface of the 
flower pot and the platform as the flower pot is moved wherein the 
sheet of material is pressed about the outer peripheral surface of 
the flower pot to form a decorative cover about the flower pot, the 
decorative cover having an inner surface facing the outer peripheral 
surface of the flower pot and an exposed outer surface; 

automatically applying a fastener about a portion of the outer surface of 
the decorative cover of the flower pot for fastening the decorative 
cover about the flower pot; and 

removing the covered flower pot from the platform. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17 further comprising moving the platform 
to a site where the flower pot is provided. 
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19. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein in the step of automatically 
applying a fastener, the fastener is selected from a group consisting of elastic 
or non-elastic string, wire, thread, elastic, ribbon, wire and tape. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the fastener is applied about 
the decorative cover of the flower pot to a portion of the decorative cover which 
is above the platform. 

21. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the fastener is applied about 
the decorative cover of the flower pot to a portion of the decorative cover which 
is below the platform. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein the step of removing the 
covered flower pot from the platform is performed automatically. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein a label is applied to a portion 
of the decorative cover secured about the flower pot. 
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